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from the seventeenth century. There would be many others and among
them, we hope, a I543 Vesalius bound in vellum!"
In passing to the nineteenth century, the outstanding topic is surgical
anesthesia, and the subject is handled with great circumspection. "The
'Death of Pain', as S. Wier Mitchell so aptly describes the discovery of ether
anesthesia, is not only the greatest contribution Massachusetts has made to
medicine, but, indeed, the most important advance in medicine ever made in
America." Dr. Viets deals with the various claimants to priority-Colton,
Wells, Jackson, and Long-and makes it quite clear that the laurels should
unquestionably pass to W. T. G. Morton, since it was he who took entire
responsibility for the outcome of the first public demonstration on human
beings, and since the action of ether had been thoroughly tested previously
on animals it was a great triumph for the experimental method. It is this
last circumstance which makes Morton's position particularly secure.
The book ends with a brief chapter on modern development in surgery
and medicine, in which we are reminded of Fitz's discovery of appendicitis
and pancreatitis and his recommendation of radical surgical intervention for
the cure of each, and of Harvey Cushing, who is described as the foremost
contributor to surgery in the last twenty years. The book terminates very
appropriately with an account of the great contribution of Minot and
Murphy.
J. F. FULTON
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It was once observed by Burke that "a very great part of the mischiefs
that vex the world arises from words. People soon forget the meaning but
the impression and the passions remain." No better illustration of the truth
of this could be had than in this historical portrayal of the battles that have
been and, indeed, are being fought about certain philosophical concepts of
disease as embodied in words.
Nosography, literally the description of disease, was, in the hands of phy-
sicians like Sydenham, Corvisart, Laennec and Louis, a method of scientific
approach to the study of the abnormal in man. This approach did not differ
essentially from that of the scientists in other divisions of biology of the
corresponding periods. They observed phenomena, reconstructed and pre-
dicted the course of events, and were fired with the same zeal "rerum cog-BOOK REVIEWS
noscere causas." These investigators found that diseases were entities and fell
naturally into groups. Unfortunately others less firmly grounded and seized
with the desire for "pigeon-holing" all things built elaborate classifications
upon ephemeral foundations. They reasoned from the abstract to the par-
ticular, or what they supposed to be such, and thus became ontologists, than
which no species of thinker is more abhorrent to the scientific mind.
As a result, not only this misshapen variety, but all nosography fell into
disrepute and in the reaction the theory of non-specificity of disease led to
such untenable hypotheses as the duality of tuberculosis, which the discovery
of the tubercle bacillus promptly rectified. Likewise the objectivity of dis-
ease was only seen in abnormal morphology, which was equally erroneous,
for function was frequently found to be abnormal without demonstrable
pathology and symptoms were synonymous with disturbed function. So at
the end one had to return again to the methodology of Sydenham; the study
of the natural history of disease-its cause, mechanism and course-and
its cure, amplified it is true by the use of agents and methods beyond his
imagination, but with the principles of observation, deduction and orientation
unchanged.
That all this has been interestingly told is shown by the necessity for
a second edition of this book, an unusual thing in a publication of such a
nature. The volume is of agreeable size and weight, the format well de-
signed, and the illustrations selected to portray the more eminent names dis-
cussed. There is an index of those personal names mentioned in the text,
the length of which is but contributory evidence of the erudition of the
author.
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